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Now the machine theory was the only possible
form of a mechanistic theory that might a priori
seem to be applicable to the phenomena of mor-
phogenesis. To dismiss the machine theory, there-
fore, is the same as to give up the attempt of a
mechanical theory of these phenomena altogether.
Or, in other words, the analytical discussion of the
differentiation of harmonious-equipotential systems
entitles us to establish the doctrine of the autonomy
of life, i.e. the doctrine of so-called vitalism, at least in
a limited field: there is some agent at work in
morphogenesis which is not of the type of physico-
chemical agents.